TEAM MINDSET: HOUSTON WHO WANT THAT SMOKE
Tournament Rules
The official rules for this tournament games will be conducted under the National Federation High School Basketball Rules with the following exceptions.
PLAYING TIME:
· Middle School - 6TH grade will be 14-minutes running clock 2-halves. The clock will stop on free throws and timeouts and the last (2) minutes of the 2nd half if the point difference is 10 or less.
· 7th – 9th grade will be 16 minutes running clock 2-halves.  The clock will stop on free throws and timeouts and the last (2) minutes of the 2nd half if the point difference is 10 or less.
· 4 minutes warm-up time. 2 minutes halftime
· Each overtime will be 2-minutes STOP TIME. There will be a sudden death period after two overtimes. One additional timeout for each overtime period. Time-outs are not cumulative. No sudden death for Championship Games, teams will play until a winner is determine.
MERCY RULE
· Game will end if the point spread is over 20 points within in the last 2 minutes of the game.
· Game will end if the point spread is over 30 points within in the last 3 minutes of the game.
IMPORTANT RULES:
1. 4 minutes warm-up period.
2. When shooting free throws, the players may enter the lane on the release.
3. One and One Bonus on the 10th foul. NO DOUBLE BONUS.
4. Each team receives three-30 seconds-timeouts per game. Unused timeouts DO NOT CARRY OVER into overtime. Each team will have one full timeout per overtime.
5. The 10-second count is in effect.
6. In the last two minutes of the 2nd half (exception: see #7), the clock will stop on every dead ball, violations, fouls, or free throws, and will not start again until the ball is touched in bounds following a throw-in or missed free throw. The clock will run on made baskets.
7. The clock will NOT stop in the last 2 minutes of the 2nd half if the point difference is 10 points or greater. During the last 2 minutes, should the gap be cut to less than 10 then the clock stoppage process would begin.  If the gap goes back to 10 or greater, then the clock would continuously run.
8. Only two coaches per team can sit or stand near the bench only one coach up at a time.
9. The head coach is the only certified person that can approach the score-table with questions. All other coaches must remain on the bench. Only one (1) person can be standing at all times.
CONDUCT / EJECTIONS
· Officials will have final say in all game matters as it relates to a basketball rule or judgement calls.
· The Head Coach is responsible for the conduct of his/her athletes.
· The tournament staff reserves the right to remove any coach, player, or fan from the facility for inappropriate behavior.  Teams may also be removed from tournament for inappropriate behavior with no refunds.
· ZERO TOLERANCE FOR COACHES, PLAYERS, AND FANS.
SCORSHEETS
· Scoresheets must be checked for complete information (including numbers) by team representative or coach prior to the start of the game.
OFFICIAL BALL:
· All girls’ divisions will play with a 28.5.” 




