3v3 league player write ups winter season (week 1)

Kindergarten boys division: Team 3 

Cameron Krop (#71): Cameron was a true team player all weekend. He knew that he could get his shot off every possession, Cameron made sure to get that ball moving and make sure everyone touches it. He knows that when the ball moves around the 3 point arc, defenses start getting lazy and making mistakes. His ability to keep the ball moving and whizzing around was very Chris Paul like. His team reacted accordingly and kept moving without the ball knowing that Cameron would hit them with a pass. Once teams caught on that Cameron was looking to pass, he took it upon himself to take the easy layups the defense was giving him. His recognition and passing ability are valuable traits that all point guards need and Cameron is looking to join the point god squad. 

Kindergarten boys division: Team 1 - Firebears

Cooper Lovell (#33): Cooper came out early on Saturday morning with one mission in mind: “make sure nobody forgets my name.” Cooper started his day with a ridiculous 14 point performance in game where his team scored 16 total! The determination on his face was evident and you could feel his aura as he walked into the gym. He demanded the ball and demanded pressure from the other team. You couldn’t look away from him because in a split second he was at the rim. In his second game it became more about his defensive ability. It was a very tough game as both teams could barely get a shot off due to the tough defense. Cooper set the tone for his team and was guarding what seemed like everyone. 

1st Grade boys division: Team 7 - Badgers

Josh Fenton (#65): Josh was quite literally unstoppable this weekend. Across both of his games he averaged nearly 15 points and was pouring in those buckets in a multitude of ways. If there was a word to describe his weekend, it would be effortless. He made the game look easy from both sides of the ball. Josh’s timing on his steals were perfect and that turned into super easy offense for him and his team. His help defense was also very impressive even for a 5th grade player. Josh’s instincts are unlike that of a 1st grade player and more like a seasoned veteran of the sport. On top of that, when the ball was in his hands, there was almost no guessing what move he was going to use. He hit pull up jumpers, layups and knocked down his open shots that were created by his teammates. 

1st Grade boys division: Team 16 - Glencoe Boys

Armaan Ahmed (#89): In the NBA there was a player with the nickname “the golden arm” due to his “prized possession” contributing to his lights out shooting. Armaan might be in line to receive the same nickname in the near future. This man was showing range that some kids in 8th grade have trouble reaching. His shot selection helped open up opportunities to shoot 3s and far jumpers. Armaan began games by getting easy layups utilizing his quick first step. Since Armaan is comfortable using both hands, he’s already a step ahead of his competition by being able to attack both sides of the rim. Once that seal is broken, Armaan starts letting it fly. His defenders were already taking steps backwards because they thought he would drive. But Armaan recognized the space they gave him and he made them pay all weekend. 

2nd Grade Boys division: Team 19 - Black Bulls

Charlie Rudersdorf: Charlie represents for all the lefties out there. He’s one of the few players in our league that can effectively use the weak side of the court to his benefit. The way he drives to the basket is calculated and tough. He uses his brute strength and great ball control to get his defender on his hip easily. Once he gets them on his hip, Charlie knows how to take advantage of it. Charlie isn’t a selfish place though. Even if he gets an advantage over his defender, he knows how to react when the help defense tries to cut him off. He has full trust in his teammates and has no problem throwing a pocket pass when the help defense gets in his way. Like James harden, his scoring may be what jumps off the page but Charlie’s ability to play make is opens up his scoring ability for him. 

2nd Grade Boys division: Team 24 - “41”

Jake Klaff: Jake is a true do it all type of guy for his team. Whatever they ask him to do, he delivers. This weekend he was quite literally doing it all. He was dishing out assists, scoring at will and getting active in passing lanes. He’s more than just your classic glue guy. His go to move however is a floater in the lane. When the defense is caught lacking, he punishes them with an easy floater for 2. Jake goes above and beyond in all facets of the game and brings a level of maturity that is unheard of at his age. Jake is someone who has no holes in his game. It seems that every time he walks into the gym he’s improved in another area of the game. This only happens if you’re a true student of the game and have the passion to be great. Jake is a true leader whose love of the game is infectious and has spread across his team. 

3rd Grade boys division: Team 28 - Underrated Awesome Dudes

Eli Henderson (#50): Eli proved to be the best athlete on the floor all weekend. His quick first step and great leaping ability allowed him to get off whatever shot he wanted to. Eli had a very impressive jump shooting game in his second contest which followed his first game where he had tons of steals by anticipating in the passing lane. He knows how to use his athleticism not just for offense but defense as well. He almost looks like a free safety out there the way he tracks down the basketball. In his first game, Eli was able to get to the rim easily with that quick first step I mentioned. And when he jumped for the layup, not a single person could get high enough to contest. The same applies for his jump shooting game. There isn’t a single person who can block him so the defense just has to pray that he misses. 

3rd Grade boys division: Team 35 - “6741”

Franklin Pehoski: Franklin was the ideal distributor that all great teams need to have. He was one of the few players who understood the value of the ball. When his team had possession, Franklin made sure that their opportunity wasn’t wasted. He never forced a quick shot and never forced his teammates into a bad spot where they had to shoot either. He allowed his teammates to move around the court until he found the best opportunity for them. It was truly San Antonio Spurs basketball esque. Like them, Franklin made sure to turn good shots into great shots. Something that can’t go unnoticed form this weekend was his assist that inevitable led to the game winner in a sudden death double OT game. His calm demeanor kept his mind at ease as he stole the ball from the other team, assessed his options, and fired the ball to his teammate Louie for the game winner! 

4th grade boys division: Team 37

Harrison Roos (#51): Harrison is like a human microwave. It doesn’t take much to get him hot but once he does, the other team has to watch out. Harrison doesn’t have the boisterous personality that comes with being a prolific scorer. He’s rather stoic and poised. Harrison is strictly about the buckets. He treats basketball like a business and when he gets on the court he knows it’s time to get to work. He may have a had a slow start at the beginning, but in true microwave fashion he scored so much in such a short amount of time it seemed like he’d been scoring since the first second. Harrison lived in the paint and was getting a foot in the paint on almost every possession. His double cross move was deadly and set him up for easily layups all weekend. He proved that you’ll need your best defenders on him if you have any hope of stopping him. 

4th grade boys division: Team 38 - LIGHT 

Gage Martin: This man is an absolute work horse out there. Gage brings an energy to the court that is impossible to match. Playing in our 4th grade division, there’s some late games so energy is always the determining factor that’ll win games. Gage came into the weekend ready to go and got after it right at the jump. His energy translated perfectly on defense. He took on the hardest challenge and was willing to put his body on the line if needed. There were many loose balls and long rebounds that always managed to end up in Gage’s hands. Going the extra mile allowed Gage and his team to stay on the attack. Team LIGHT had a very even scoring distribution and it was mainly due to the extra possessions that Gage was getting them. With all these extra shots, everyone was able to share in the wealth. Be on the lookout for an early DPOY award out of Gage! 

Kindergarten/1st girls division: Team 2 - St. Francis Tigers 

Frankie DePaolo (#38): Frankie is a consistency queen. Rarely did the coaches see Frankie try to play outside of her game. She’s a fantastic ball handler and understands the concept of not wasting dribbles. She’s even flashed some behind the back moves that are seldom seen in her grade. Her approach to the basket was purposeful and she made sure to get to her spots. Rarely do you see Frankie over dribble as she knows when to pass to her open teammates as well. Frankie is an expert at corner shots and bank shots which makes her a very difficult cover in this league. Her versatility in her shot selection allowed her to score at will. Frankie’s unwavering confidence is also a key factor in her scoring ability. There’s not a shot that she doesn’t like and there’s not a defender that intimidates her. 

Kindergarten/1st girls division: Team 6 - Hubbard Woods Pink Ponies

Nora Phillips (#8): It was an absolute scoring explosion this weekend from Nora. Coaches have gotten used to Nora’s offensive prowess but this weekend was different. She used to only hit putback layups due to her great box out ability, but this weekend she was able to create her shot more than usual. Nora was handling the rock with ease and made a few pull up jumpers that made the defense adjust to her range. Nora has great feel for the court and knows how to find the open spots almost instinctually. She is a natural baller who clearly loves the game. She’s really been working on her game and this new offensive bag she’s shown is proof of that hard work. Nora was also showing great use of active hands and contested tons of shots all weekend. 

3rd grade girls division: Team 7 - Candy Corns

Olivia Williamson (#58): Olivia was a basketball coach’s dream this weekend. Her off ball movement was stellar and led to her getting multiple looks at the basket. It seemed like she never stopped moving which stretched the defense out and gave her team more space to operate. Tons of these cuts resulted in free throws where Olivia did most of her damage. In a weekend where the coaches didn’t see very many free throws, Olivia showed how aggression can pay off. Olivia was also very supportive of her teammates and was dishing out high fives and cheering them on when she was on the bench. Her commitment to her team culture and her off ball movement combined is what coaches at the higher levels are looking for.

3rd grade girls division: Team 8 - Beautiful Burnettes 

Grace Trolley (#1): Grace put on a show this weekend, capped off with a game winning bucket in sudden death double overtime! She had ice in her veins! Grace’s athleticism and decision making helped create opportunities for her to score that other players may not have been able to do. In top of this, her athleticism allowed her to lock in defensively. She was able to move her feet with ease and stay in front of all the ball handlers that thought they could get past her. Grace’s quick first step and ability to read the defense really opens up the court for her and it’s the main reason she was able to hit such a clutch shot for her team this weekend. 

4th grade girls division: Team 16 - Super Sassy Sparkle Sisters

Ceci Ose (#41): Ceci provided a much needed calm in an otherwise chaotic storm of games for the Super Sassy Sparkle Sisters. The teams they came up against played fast and were attacking the rim at will. Ceci chose to play with pace and keep the ball in her team’s hands as much as possible. She didn’t let the hype and energy of the weekend get to her and reminded her team that it’s all about staying calm in these moments. Ceci was able to keep pace with her spacing and the triple threat position. When she caught the ball, she faced up and assessed her options instead of putting the ball on the deck and attacking. This patience separated Ceci amongst the crowd as someone who isn’t afraid to slow it down when the game calls for it. 

4th grade girls division: Team 15 - Kingsley

Bo Elizabeth Maddox (#7): Bo was everywhere on the court this weekend. Her energetic defense turned into easy offense. She was a great distributor and also was decisive when it came to her shot. This type of energy and decisiveness  can be applied on both offense and defense but this weekend in particular, Bo was able to maximize her offensive powers. Bo’s mentality was simple. Get to the paint and make some magic happen. Whether the option was to pass to an open cutter or take the floater in the lane, Bo was on point when it came to making the right choice. In a game as fast paced as basketball, it was very impressive to see how Bo was able to make decisions within a split second. 

