 2026 Magic City Rumble Tournament Rules
General Rules
· Coaches are responsible for checking the tournament website and email daily for schedule or rule changes.
· Where not specified below, rules will default to Alabama High School Athletic Association (AHSAA) rules.
· The Home Team is listed first/top on the schedule, will wear white uniforms, and must provide the official scorebook keeper.

Free Throws
· 8th Grade and Above: Players may move on the release of the free throw.
· 7th Grade and Below: Players must line up above the block.
· Teams will shoot double bonus after the 10th team foul.

Game Rules
· 10-second backcourt rule will be enforced.
· No shot clocks.
· Each player will be disqualified after 5 personal fouls.

Game Guarantee
· Each team is guaranteed 3 games.
· The 3rd game may be part of bracket play or a standalone game.
· Teams may play multiple games on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday.
· Teams will not play back-to-back games without notice.
· Some teams may play a Sunday game that is not part of bracket play.

Mercy Rule
· A running clock will be used if a team leads by 20 points or more.
· The clock will run during free throws.
· The clock will stop during extended stoppages of play, including:
· Injuries
· Timeouts
· The clock returns to normal stop-clock operation when the score margin is under 10 points.

Officials
· Referees will officiate games in the best interest of the players, not the schedule.

Game Length
3rd–6th Grade
· 12-minute halves
· Stop clock
7th–8th Grade
· 14-minute halves
· Stop clock
High School
· 15-minute halves
· Stop clock
If games must be rescheduled due to weather or unforeseen circumstances, the tournament format and/or game times may be adjusted to complete the event.

Game Timing
· Halftime: 3 minutes
· Warm-up between games: 3 minutes
· Teams arriving 10 minutes late will forfeit the game unless the delay is caused by the tournament. The Site Director or Director will make this call not the officials or coaches!

Overtime
· 1st Overtime: 2 minutes
· 2nd Overtime: 1 minute
· 3rd Overtime: Sudden Death
· First team to score two consecutive points wins (free throws included).

Timeouts
· Two full timeouts per half
· Timeouts do not carry over to the second half
· One additional timeout in overtime, plus any unused timeouts from regulation

Conduct Policy
Any out-of-control parents, coaches, or players will be asked to leave the premises.
Failure to comply may result in:
· Game forfeiture
· Removal from the tournament
· No refund of tournament or admission fees
The Tournament Director and Site Directors will determine violations, not game officials.

Bracket Play
· Bracket play format may be adjusted if circumstances beyond our control occur.
· Teams will be ranked based on current standings if changes are necessary.
· Teams may not play every team in their pool.
Division formats may vary.
Example:
In an 8–9 team division, only the top two teams in each pool advance to bracket play.

Player Participation
· Players may play up on multiple teams within the same organization.
· Players may not play on two teams in the same division.
· A player may not exceed 6 games in one day.

Pool / Bracket Play Tie Breakers
1. Overall record against teams in your pool/division/bracket
2. Head-to-head competition (two-team tie)
3. Three-team tie or unresolved tie:
· Point differential system (+/-15 cap)
· If still tied → Head-to-head between top two teams
· If still tied → Least points allowed against common opponents

Round Robin Format
If there are not enough teams for separate pools/divisions/brackets:
· A round-robin format will be used.
· The tie-breakers above will determine the champion.
· Not all teams may advance to bracket play.
· Some teams may still have pool play games scheduled on Sunday.
Refer to your division bracket for final format details.

Contesting a Game
To contest a game:
· A $100 cash deposit must be submitted.
· If the contest is won, the deposit is returned.
· If the contest is lost, the deposit is forfeited.
Player Eligibility
Teams must verify player eligibility with:
· Current grade report card
· Birth certificate
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Games must be contested within 10 minutes of the game start time with the Gym Manager.
· Coaches are not allowed in the review process.
· Only the Tournament Director will review the contest.

Final Authority
If any situation arises that is not covered in these rules, the Alabama Hustlers Tournament Director will make the final decision.
The Director will make every effort to ensure a fair and consistent process.
Weather-related delays, changes, or cancellations are not grounds for a refund. The tournament will either:
· Be rescheduled, or
· Provide credit toward next year’s tournament.

